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THE OUTLOOK POLL ON CHURCH UNION 
THE EAST ALABAMA PRESBYTERY /07# ON UNION 


As many of our readers know The Presbyterian Outlook 
conducted a Poll on Church Union several weeks preced- 
ing the meeting of the General Assembly at Montreat. 
According to this poll of THE OUTLOOK the vote of EAST ALA- 
BAMA PRESBYTERY was 39 opposed to Union and I10 for 
Union. However on June 15, 1954 EAST ALABAMA PRESBY- 
TERY met and having previously docketed the Union 
Question for a vote, this vote was taken and resulted in 
55 votes against Union and 10 votes for Union. 


We believe this is significant. We have felt all along that 
in the Outlook Poll it is reasonable to feel that the Union 
forces really polled their strength. In this actual voting 
by a Presbytery we find that they had in this instance 
polled their strength but those opposed to Union were 
much more numerous than the OUTLOOK POLL would show. 
We do not accuse any one of any unfairness in this. We 
simply feel that many of those opposed to Union did not 
vote in the OUTLOOK POLL whereas most of those Polled 
favoring Union did send their votes back in to THE OUT- 
LOOK. Let us take courage and go forward.—H.B.D. 
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Some Logical Reasons 


For Opposing The 
Proposed Union 


With an earnest desire to know and do God’s 
will; with love in our hearts and minds willing to 
face facts, let us study and make our decision re- 
garding the proposed plan of union. 


The writer has prayed earnestly that he might 
be led to know and do God’s will. He has been 
willing, if he knows his own heart, to follow any 
course the Holy Spirit might dictate. 


He has come to the definite conclusion that the 
proposed union, at this time and under the present 
conditions, would be a grave mistake and would 
give the following reasons for this decision: 


Some Reasons Against The 


Proposed Plan Of Union 


l. Rather than unite it is proving a divisive force. 


For a movement of such far-reaching conse- 


quences, there should be evidence of God’s blessing 
upon it. So far such evidence is lacking and much 
bitterness, strife and harm to the work of God’s 
Kingdom is resulting. If union were to be voted 
under present conditions, and with the atmosphere 
of the church what it is, a serious split will result 
which it may take many generations to heal. 


2. Aside from emotional and sentimental reasons, 
none have been advanced by the proponents of union 
which could justify such a drastic move. 


There are no advantages to be found in the pro- 
posed plan which are not greatly outweighed by the 
many disadvantages. 

As an illustration of the emotional appeal which 
is being made: We are told that we should unite 
because we were one church prior to the Civil War. 
If this argument is valid then the United States 
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should reunite with Great Britain, as we were a 
part of the British Empire before the Revolutionary 


War. 


But, with the passage of time, the development 
of our nation and of the Christian responsibility to 
the world, this division has proven a blessing to the 
spread of the Gospel at home and abroad. 


We all are of the same Presbyterian family but 
that is no reason for organic union. By like token 
the First, Second and Westminster Presbyterian 
churches of any given city should also unite. But, 
they are doing better jobs separately. Three Ses- 
sions and three Boards of Deacons can accomplish 
more for the work of God’s Kingdom and enlist the 
interests and talents of more men than unitiny 
them could possibly do. 


3. Many of the arguments used for union are 
“straw men” which do not exist. 


For instance; to continue as separate organiza- 
tions does not imply that we are enemies of other 
groups—we just feel we can carry on God’s work 
more efficiently that way. 


Nor is it fair to say that “young people demand 
a united church.’”’ Young people are realistic and 
they should be shown that smaller organizations 
are more efficient and that they harness the inter- 
ests and efforts of the individual church member 
much better. 


Also, it is not necessary to effect organic church 
union to become a ‘“‘national church,” or to have a 
‘world-wide outlook.” We, along with evan- 
gelical Christians, have a national and world-wide 
outlook and program. But, we have not yet fulfilled 
either our sectional or our own world mission re 
sponsibility. Let us redouble our own efforts in the 
work already given us to do. 


Again, organic union is not necessary to “heal the 


breach caused by the Civil War.” Under God's 
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_rovidence such has been healed long ago. We now 
_o» forward, with our Presbyterian brethren in the 
North, in the great tasks assigned to us. To or- 
-inically unite can well greatly retard the very 


thing We are now doing. 


4+. Unless we are willing to go along with the 
argument that all denominational divisions are un- 
Christian then we must admit that such divisions 
can be wise and profitable for God’s Kingdom. 


The logical end of most arguments for the pro- 
posed union must lead to one united Protestant 
Church. As desirable as this might seem from the 
standpoint of theory, from the practical effect it 
would mean the subordination of Christian convic- 
tions for the sake of ecclesiastical organization. The 

history of the Church shows that the tendencies of 
| “great organizations are degenerative rather than 
| creative. 


5. The plan of union provides for a General 
Council, as is now operative in the U.S.A. Presby- 
terian Church. | 


This General Council is an unPresbyterian or- 
ganization, foreign to the historic policy of Presby- 
terianism and calculated to completely alter the 
constitutional processes of the church. 


6. The policies of the U.S.A4. Board of Foreign 
Missions are very different from those in our church 
and, we believe, much less conducive to the develop- 
ment of strong national churches. 


Because of this difference a poll of missionaries of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. was taken and it 
was found that nearly 70°% of our missionaries op- 
pose the proposed union because they feel it would 
be detrimental to the best interests of the work. 


This opposition seems to be strongest where our 
missionaries have had the opportunity to witness the 
policies of the U.S.A. Board in action. It is not a 
personal opposition as they number the U. S. A. 

: missionaries among their closest friends. But, they 

| teel the policies under which they are required to 
labor are not those best designed to develop a strong 
indigenous national church. 


7. Union would cut the representation of our 

church at the General Assembly by about 50%, 

thereby greatly decreasing our contacts with the 
church at large. 


| Nothing shows the impracticability of the pro- 
_ posed plan more clearly than this decrease in church 
| court representation. Such separation from the af- 


fairs of the church decreases interest, prayers and 
giving. The smaller church promotes all of these. 

3. Entirely too much discussion has taken place, 
pro and con, which implies that failure to unite ts 
a reflection on either church. 

This is utterly unfair. Because a young woman 
refuses a suitor is no reflection on the suitor. But, 
the chief reason for objection to the proposed union 
is that it is felt a more efficient witness and work 
can be done in the Kingdom of God as a separate 
and smaller organization. 

9. Cooperation is being confused with union. 


This should not be done. We have cooperated, 
are now cooperating with and will continue to co- 
operate with the U.S.A. Presbyterian church, and 
other evangelical bodies, but it is not necessary to 
surrender autonomy to have cooperation. 

10. Despite many “big names’; those influential 
and respected leaders of our church, who so earnestly 
advocate union, we cannot be led to approve of a 
movement which, in our judgment, has so little to 
offer for the advancement of God's Kingdom. 

Neither emotional nor sentimental reasons are 
adequate when faced with the hard facts. 


Our duty is to do what we feel will do the most 
to advance the work of God’s Kingdom on this 
earth. Under present circumstances it seems abun- 
dantly clear that a better work can be done by con- 
tinuing as a separate, autonomous and homog- 
enous group. | 

Ecclesiastical bigness could prove a_ stumbling 
block to both spiritual witness and power. 

Reprints of this article available at 15c per dozen or 
$1.00 per hundred postpaid. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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Is The Profit Motive 
UnChristianP 


One of the baffling issues raised by some liberal 
Church leaders is their attack on various phases of 
the capitalistic system under which our nation has 
operated and from which such a large proportion 
of the entire population have prospered as have no 
other peoples in the history of the world. 


This is no defense of everything to be found in 
the capitalistic system. It has its serious flaws, has 
been characterized by serious injustices and exploita- 
tions in the past and still has some of these inherent 
weaknesses in it today. 
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But, with all of its shortcomings there is no 
other way which has brought such benefits to such 
a large percentage of the people as has ours today. 


Then why the sniping at certain phases of the 
free enterprise system? Why are we told that the 
profit motive is “unChristian?”” Why are we told 
that competition is ‘contrary to the spirit of Christ?” 


What, basically, is the profit motive? It is the 
Gjod-given right to expect a just return for one’s in- 
vestment of time, labor, thought or other endeavor. 
Of course one may strive for a profit out of pro- 


portion to the service rendered; that would be an 


excess about which no one should quibble. 


But, the profit motive is wot unChristian and 
those ecclesiastical economists who are undertaking 
to spread this philosophy rightly find their judg- 
ment and their motives suspect. One wonders just 
how long they would continue in their present ac- 
tivities if their salaries (almost all of them Church- 
derived), should be cut off: 


Furthermore, these same individuals inveigh 
ayainst competition as being unworthy of the highest 
in a Christian. But, practical experience has shown 
that competition is the best safeguard society has. 
It is competition which keeps business on its highest 
plane of efficiency. But, this they claim is an un- 
worthy motive. On the other hand, human nature 
—even regenerated human nature—tinds that one 
of the greatest incentives to doing one’s best, either 
as individuals or as a corporate group, is the ex- 
ample others set in the same field of endeavor. A 
surgeon may have had the best training and he may 
have exceptional skill. He may also have the moral 
and spiritual qualities which make him do his very 
best tor every patient. But, it is the constant read- 
ing, and rubbing shoulders with others in his pro- 
fession, which keeps him on his toes professionally 
and which makes him an increasing help to those 
whom he serves. 


As one studies the Bible one is impressed with 
the freedoms inherent in the Christian faith. God 
has given to man certain qualities of achievement 
and he expects of those in authority that the free- 
dom of enterprise shall be given; enterprise to think 
and plan and work according to the abilities of in- 
dividuals. When nations impose restrictions on this 
freedom they are actually hampering all concerned. 


It would seem to be a basic truth that the chief 
function of government is that of a rules committee 
and an umpire. When the government steps in and 
begins plaving the game it is taking on a competi- 
tive role against its own citizens. 


But, the chief concern of this editorial has to do 
with those men within the Christian Church who 
continue their barrage against our American way 
of life, particularly so because they are using the 
Church as a cloak for the furthering of a socialistic 
-philosophy. 
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The writer knows that business men, Christian. 
of the highest integrity and in a position to mak: 
their views felt, have let these pseudo-economists 1), 
the National Council of Churches know in no un 
certain terms that unless this uncalled for sniping 
is stopped then the sources of support of that or 
yanization are to be dried up—and they mean bus: 
ness. 


In both the theological and economic fields an 
increasing number of Christian laymen are begin- 
ning to closely study the activities of certain. in- 
dividuals and groups. This is long over due and it 
is also a welcome and encouraging development. 


—L.N.B. 


Not A Lay Religion 


In the opening chapter of his PERSON AND PLACE 
OF JESUS CHRIST, Principal P. ‘TV. Forsyth insists 
that Christianity is not a lay religion. Or positively 
put: 


“New Testament Christianity is a priestly re- 
ligion or it is nothing. It gathers about a priest- 
ly cross on earth and a Great High Priest 
Eternal in the heavens. It means also the equal 
priesthood of each believer . It means the 
collective priesthood of the Church as one. ‘Vhe 
vreatest function of the Church in full com- 
munion with Him is priestly. It is to confess, 
to sacrifice, to intercede for the whole human 
race. The Church, and those who speak in its 
name, have power and commandment to declare 
to the world, being penitent, the absolution 
and remission of its sins in Him. “The Church 
is to stand thus, with the world’s sins for a 
load, but the word of the atoning cross for the 
lifting of it. That is apostolic Christianity. 
‘That is the Gospel. Evangelical Christianity 
is mediatorial both in faith and in function.” 


At the present time our Church is properly 
availing itself of the leadership of many of our 
godly men who are not official Ministers of 
the Word. Often these men have found God 
in closer fellowship than many of us ministers, 
and their words are rich in spiritual blessing. 
We fear, however, that this fine spiritual min- 
istry is being placed in jeopardy by the over- 
stressing for these men of the terms, lay, laity, 
laymen. Among the definitions of lay given 
in the dictionary are the following: “un- 
spiritual,” “‘worldly,” ‘‘as the /ay part of man.” 


In the New Testament the whole congregation 
(preachers and hearers) is the people of God (/ao: | 
Theou). And likewise the whole people of God are 
priests of the Most High. The distinction by which 
the preachers are clergy and the others laity is not 
a New ‘Testament distinction. It is found only 
about the year 200 and has sharpened in its distinc- — } 
tion in recent Roman Catholicism. In the Middle . 
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\ves there were seven orders of the clergy so that 
1 a typical congregation there might be fifty or 
‘sore persons in these sundry orders of the clerical 
cnilitia. But today these seven orders are all con- 
-entrated in the Roman Catholic priest. And Prot- 
-stant preachers who use the term clergy only for 
themselves as Ministers of the Word and laity for 
all the other members, including the ruling elders 
and deacons, are falling into this narrowed current 
Romanist practice. In the earlier days the presbyters 
and deacons were certainly clergy. If one is going 
‘o use the ecclesiastical terms and distinctions rather 
than the New ‘Testament ones, let him designate 
our ruling elders and deacons as clergy. 


We greatly prefer, however, the use of the New 
‘Testament words. Let these men who are bringing 
us messages drawing us to God in Christ be recog- 
nized as equally priests with the high privilege of 
entering into the Holy of Holiest by the blood of 
Christ to intercede for the Church and the world— 
as sharers in the holy privilege that was given only 
to the Old Vestament High Priest and that only 
once a year. 


In the Old Scottish Buiks of Discipline all, the 
officers of the Church: pastors, teachers (doctors), 
elders, and deacons are called ministers of the Kirk 
for all are ordained for ministering. This follows 
our Lord Jesus and His Apostles who teach us that 
ofice holding in the Church is not for the privilege 
of lording it over the brethren, but for the work 
of ministering. 


‘The Greek word for clergy occurs in I Peter 5:3. 
[t is translated the heritage of God or the charge 
allotted to you and is used there to describe the 
Hock of God over which the elders have oversight. 
That is, clergy means the people of God, or the laity 


ot God. 


We welcome the ruling elders, deacons, Bible 
teachers who are calling us to God. We appreciate 
the spiritual tones with which they speak. Let us 
encourage these tones by applying to these our 
brethren in Christ the New Testament terms. ‘They 
are priests of the Most High, members of the Holy 
Nation, the people of God’s own possession, saints 
—that is, set apart for, consecrated to, (god—be- 
lievers. As such they speak God’s Word from faith 
to faith and so strengthen our hands in God. May 
their tribe increase! “The Church is entitled to the 
wisdom that God gives us through their words and 


works. —W.C.R. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS INVITED 


Do you have a book-length manuscript you'd like published? 

about our unusual plan whereby your book can be 

published, promoted and distributed on a professional basis. 

We consider all types of work—fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 

religious and scholarly books, ete. For more information, 
write for booklet S.J. It’s free. 
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JULY 14,1954 


South Highlands 
Shows The Way 


The following action, taken by the Session of the 
South Highland Presbyterian Church of Birming- 
ham, sets an example which could well be followed 
by every church: 


“SESSION MEETING Nore: The Session of our 
Church on Monday evening, June 21, 1954, voted 
unanimously, in the light of the recent General As- 
sembly actions, to arrange for two public meetings, 
preferably during the month of July, to present in- 
formation and arguments pro and con regarding the 
proposed union of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. A., and United Presby- 
terian Church. ‘The first meeting woulfl present 
information and arguments by visiting speakers fa- 
voring the proposed church union. ‘he second meet- 
ing would present information and arguments by 
visiting speakers opposed to the proposed church 
union. Following these two meetings a third meet- 
ing which would be a meeting of our congregation 
would be called to give our church membership a 
full opportunity for discussions, questions and an- 
swers, and the privilege of voting to ascertain the 
feeling of our people in this regard. This vote, of 
course, would not be authoritative in any way, but 
merely indicative and would simply serve to express 
the views of our people. ‘he matter will be decided 
by the vote, in the Presbyteries according to our 
Book of Church Order, and not in the congrega- 
tions. If the proposed union is consummated by a 
favorable vote in three-fourths of our Presbyteries 
and a favorable vote by a subsequent General As- 
sembly each congregation then has the right to vote 
to remain out of the union by a three-fourths vote 
of its membership within a period of one year.” 


Let’s Open 
Both Eyes 


We have been squinting through one eye and 
talking about the menace of Communism. It is high 
time we looked at the problem with both eyes and 
with the realism which the situation demands. 


The July 5th issue of Life magazine carries an 
article by a former MILVD Colonel who, revolting 
at his role against humanity, has come to the West 
for refuge and to dedicate his life to help overcome 
the monstrous crime against society called Com- 
munism, 


It is our hope that our readers will read this 
article but we quote one paragraph: 


“Burlutski believes that every egg, every sheep, 
every yard of cloth or ton of steel, strategic or non- 
strategic, exported to Russia is simply putting off the 
Kremlin's day of reckoning with the people. ‘If I 
were you, he said, ‘I'd not only break .off trade re- 
lations with Russia but diplomatic relations as well 


PAGE 5 


n 
ik 
In 
‘ 
aA! 
1) 
1} 
ts 
l\ 
| 


—just to show the Russian people that you in the 
West will have no truck with those butchers in 
Moscow.” 


It is our earnest conviction that nothing would 
hearten the peoples of both Russia and China more 
than to let them know our sympathies are with 
them, not with their masters. Our recognition and 
willingnéss to deal with Communistic governments 
is a reflection on both our morality and our grasp 
of the situations in these countries. 


On July Ist Senator Knowland, speaking in the 
United States Senate, said: 


“On the day that Communist China is voted into 
membership in the United Nations I shall resign my 
majority leadership in the Senate so that without 
embarrassment to any of my colleagues or to the 
administration, | can devote my full efforts in the 


Senate and throughout the country to terminate 


United States membership in that organization and 
our financial support of it.” 


These, in our judgment, are the words of a states- 
man, and of a realist, although they probably were 
said for political purposes, for the United States has 
within its power the right to veto the admission of 


Red China. 


But, over against this viewpoint we have the pro- 
nouncements of Church leaders and of Church 
courts, urging the recognition of Communist China 
and continued and increased diplomatic dealings 
with Russia. 

Let us ask God for the grace to look at the situa- 
tion squarely, with both eves open, and decide on 
the basis of what is right. Surely God will bless us 
if we do. —L.N.B. 


The Incarnation 


(Editor's Note—This is another in a series of 
articles written by our Associate Editor, a layman, 
to help other laymen understand some of the great 
Christian doctrines.) 


The incarnation is both a glorious fact and a pro- 
found mystery. Campbell Morgan once observed 
that it is a “fact revealed which is yet beyond hu- 
man comprehension or explanation.”’ 


By the incarnation is meant the union of deity 
with humanity; of God and man. We are told that 
the “JV ord was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 


While it is true that the human mind is incapable 
of grasping all of the implications of God becoming 
man, for the specific purpose of redeeming man, 
nevertheless there is much we can learn from the 
Bible which will make this truth real to us. 


Man's salvation is dependent on his faith in two 
things relative to Christ: Who He is and What He 
did. The doctrine of the incarnation includes vital 
truths regarding Who He is. 
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Without attempting to do more than touch on 
just a few of the implications of the incarnaticn 
we would mention some of these in the hope th:t 
they will help some other laymen to grasp a little «t 
this stupendous truth, and in so doing to be the 
better able to express to others a reason for the faith 
which is theirs. 


His Pre-Existence 
With God 


From all eternity Christ was with God. “Jn the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by Him 
and without Him was not anything made that was 
made.” 


From this and other clear statements in the Scrip- 
tures we learn that Christ was the Creator of this 
world. “Jn the beginning Christ created the heavens 
and the earth,’ is a correct interpretation of the first 
verse in the Bible. | 


Christ Himself said: “Ji hat and if ye shall see 
the Son of man ascend up where he was before?” 
Also, “J erily, verily, say unto you, Before A bra- 
ham was, 1 am.” And again: “And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was.” 


Among the many statements of Paul, having to 
do with our Lord’s preexistence, we find: “He 1: 
before all things, and by him all things consist.” 
And Peter tells us: “Woho verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest 
in these last times for you.” 


Our risen Lord, makes this glorious assertion in 
the book of the Revelation: “J am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty.” 


His Renunciation of 
His Prerogatives 


Although He was the eternal Son of God, one 
with the Father and Creator of the universe, He 
was willing to empty Himself—to strip Himself ot 
all privileges for our sakes. 


Paul, writing to the Philippian Christians, tells 
us of this transition from the glories of heaven to 
the attributes of a slave—to effect our redemption: 
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Chris: 
Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought :1 
not robbery to be equal with God: but made himn- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even ti¢ 
death of the cross. Wherefore God hath highly e-- 
alted him, and given him a name which is abov: 
every name: that at the name of Jesus every kne 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things 11 
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urth, and things under the earth; and that every 
ongue Should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
the glory of God the Father.” 


How He Came 
Into The World 


The incarnation is a mystery beyond human un- 
derstanding. But, because it is a supernatural fact 
‘hen it is but natural that He should have come in 
supernatural way. 


The Virgin Birth is the only logical explanation 
ot the incarnation. Biologically it is also the only 
logical explanation. ‘he evangelical Christian be- 
lieves in the Virgin Birth* because the Scriptures 
so clearly declare that was the method of His con- 
ception. We believe it also because in unbroken 
sequence it has been held by the Christian Church. 
Again, it is not one whit less remarkable than the 


resurrection of our Lord—the very keystone of the | 


Christian’s faith and hope. Surely, also, the Creator 
of the world would come into the world as we are 
told that He did come. We believe in the Virgin 
Birth also because of the psychological reaction of 
all involved; and finally, because of the terrible 
alternative. 


The Purpose Of 
The Incarnation 


Why did the Son of God have to become man? 
Because there was no other way to effect man’s re- 
demption. He came to reveal the Father and His 
love. He came to take away the sins of the world. 
He came to destroy the works of the Devil and to 
prepare for the final denouement of the present age. 

a 


On the cross of Calvary we see the holiness and 
the justice of God, along with His mercy and love, 
combined in one glorious act. By it the believing sin- 
ner finds his sins forgiven and the way opened into 
God's eternal presence. At Calvary we have opened 
up to us cleansing for the past, strength for the 
present and hope for the future. 


Because God saw fit to come into the world, and 
Himself intervene on the sinner’s behalf, you and 
| have had offered to us the gift of eternal life. It 
was by His incarnation in human form that this 
was accomplished. 


Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. 
—L.N.B. 


*Dr. Bell’s widely read article, “A Physician 
Looks at the Virgin Birth,” is available from the 
JOURNAL office—single copies free, 25c per dozen 
or $1.00 per fifty postpaid. 


Misplaced Emphasis 


The agenda for the meeting of the General 
3oard of the National Council of Churches held 
n Evanston, Illinois, May 18-19, 1954 is before 
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us. Apparently the Board was asked to consider 
labor problems, a variety of economic questions, 
the hydrogen bomb, the United Nations, possible 
action on the part of the National Council concern- 
ing some thirteen political issues being discussed in 
Washington, federal aid to education, interstate 
commerce, and liquor advertising. These are all 
political, economic, social and industrial problems— 
very important, but are they the primary concern 
of the church? 


We looked in vain on this agenda for something 
about the salvation of souls, the propagation of the 
(jospel of Jesus Christ and how to make the church 
a more effective voice in that respect. 


At great expense the Board came together to con- 
sider these secular matters and as far as the agenda 
indicates, spent little time considering the major 
work of the church. Surely, brethren, the emphasis 
was misplaced. We do not believe the members of 
the Christian churches of America have authorized 
the General Board of the National Council of 
Churches to formulate policy and speak for them on 
this great variety of highly technical and contro- 
versial secular subjects. 


When will the church learn that the way to 
change unsatisfactory social and economic condi- 
tions is to change unsatisfactory people? The church 
of Christ falls low when it places its faith in po- 
litical power rather than the power of God. 

—Christian Economics. 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 67 
“Landing The Catch” And Getting 
The Fish On The String 


A careful fisherman makes sure to land the fish 
when he hooks one. Fishing, even as a sport, would 
lose its charm for many if the fish could not be 
taken home or utilized. 


Much of soul winning pans out poorly because 
‘fishers of men’”’ fail to land and secure their fish. 
Vast numbers of people are induced to “join the 
church,” only to lapse into the old life, although 
continuing to be nominal church members. This is 
largely because the church often fails to give new 
converts personal attention and something to do. 


When you have brought one to a decision for 
Christ, see to it that he makes this public confession 
(Matt. 10:32) and becomes a member of some 
evangelical church. But remember, this is only the 
beginning of his Christian experience and growth, 


and, though mature in years, he is a “babe in 


Christ” and will need friendly assistance for some 
time. 
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Encourage your convert to give his testimony, as 
occasion suggests. ‘Vhis will help him to break with 
the old life and line up with the new. Show him 
how to go now and win another. He, too, must be- 
come a “fisher of men” if he would grow in grace 
and become strong in his new-found faith. 


Secure your catch by seeing him if possible at 
frequent intervals and by helping him to get nourish- 
ment. Show him how to gain strength by a daily 
schedule of prayer and Bible study. See that he has 
a Bible of his own and show him how to feed upon 
it; if you have found a good way to do this for 
yourself, tell him about it. Perhaps you need to 
tighten up on your own program, You will your- 
self grow stronger while you are helping him -to 
grow. 


(Get your pastor and your Sunday school suner- 
intendent interested in finding something for him to 
do, be it ever so simple—something that will iden- 
tify him with his new life in Christ and with the 
church. If your church has not an organization for 
men in Christian service, start one. ‘Vhis of course 
applies to men. Similar provision can be made in the 
church and Sunday school for women and young 
people as well. The point is to give new converts 
something to do. One of the happy things about 
(jod’s Vineyard is that there is work for all. 


(Copied from the personal worker’s manual in 
the first 25 pages of The Testament For Fishers 
of Aen.) 


— LETTERS — 


The following letter is unsigned. Attached to it 
Is a postcard sent out from the Journal office book- 
keeping department, addressed to Mr. D. K. Por- 
terfield, of Goldsboro, N. C., soliciting his renewal 
subscription, 


‘The above card is addressed to me as a subscriber. 
Please be advised that | have NEVER subscribed to 
your shameful, disgraceful, dishonest and unchris- 
tian propaganda sheet. I assume some of your radical 
followers who are opposed to Union has subscribed 
in my name hoping to convert me, if vou can check 
through your files and tind out who did such a 
typical of the opponents of union trick I will ap- 
preciate your forwarding this to them. 

For your information | have carefully destroyed 
all issues put in my mail box before they could 
poison anyone weak minded enough to read the stuft 
contained. The same has been done with all the 
other stuff received which was postmarked Reids- 
ville, Weaverville, or Hattiesburg from the crack- 
pots who are so frantically fighting a matter which 
I feel the Lord is capable of deciding without any 
assistance of any of us.” 


No comment necessary.—Ed. 
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From a Doctor in N. C.: 


You and your publication and associates are doing 
tine work, and | wish every member of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church would subscribe to and _ 
this splendid paper. It is an education and spiritua! 
uplift to all who read and study the pure Bible 
doctrine it sets forth. No officer in our churches 
should be without it. 


Irom a Lady, enclosing 53.00 to send 
the Journal to two friends: 


I greatly enjoy the Journal, and praise the Lord 
tor it. You stand for the fundamentals of the pre- 
cious Bible! 

From a irginia Layman: 


Am enclosing $2.50 for renewal of my subserip- 
tion. Am indeed grateful for men who are solid on 
the Word in this day of darkness. 


From a native missionary in Indta: 


‘This Journal gives me many kinds of help in my 
spiritual growth and knowledge. 


* * * * & 


rom a South Carolina Pastor: 


I am with you 100°, in your fine and valiant 
service to preserve our beloved Church, This issue 
is a matter of deep concern to me. | 

From a North Carolina Lady: 


‘The enclosed contribution is to help in the work ot 
preserving our Southern Presbyterian Church. With 
best wishes and praying God’s richest blessings on 
the entire staff. We look forward each week for the 
coming of the Journal. | 


£ 


From a North Carolina Elder: 


Find enclosed $5.00 to help preserve our Southern 
Church. May God crown your eftorts with success. 


* * * KX * 


From a Georgia Layman: 


(Enclosing check for $10.) What greatly con- 
cerns me tis that the congregations are not being con- 
sulted. This pro-union movement seems to be pushed 
by the ministers without full consultation either 
with their sessions or their congregations. Our pas. 
tor here is pro-union, and so far as I can learn 
there has been no discussion of this matter in our 
session, and certainly not in the congregation 
It is my belief that the Assembly has put the car 
before the horse. We are in effect advised that we 
will be swallowed up by the Union and then, if we 
don't like it, can vote on whether or not we ap- 
prove. I think this procedure is a great injustice tc 
those who do not approve of union. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Growing Through Prayer 


Background Scripture: Psalms 46:10; 


lsaiah 40:30-31; Luke 11:1-13; Philippians 


{:6-7; Hebrews 4:14-16. Devotional Read- 
Psalms 4. 


Psalms + might be called: ““A Peaceful Night”: “‘] will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, 
Lord, only makest me to dwell in safety.”” This Night of Peace was a Night of Prayer. | know a little boy 
who, every time he wakes up at night, wants to say his “Sunday School Prayer.’ | heard Dr. Siler preach 
only once, but in that sermon he gave me a thought that has meant much to me, although | have not carried 
it out as thoroughly as he did. He said that when he was wakeful at night he had gotten the habit of praying 


for the members of his congregation one by one, 
family by family, house by house, as he thought of 
the different roads on which they lived. “(Commune 

with your own heart upon your bed and be still. 
What a blessed way of spending the wakeful hours! 
When we are “still,” then we “know that I am 
(jod.” 


“The Lord will hear when | call unto Him.” 
What a simple statement, and yet what assurance 
and peace are found in it! When we remember Him 
upon our bed and meditate upon Him in the night 
watches, then we can rest and sleep in peace. Would 
that all the troubled people of the world, restless 
and tossing on their beds, or dosing themselves with 
sleeping pills, would take this recipe of the Psalmist 
for a “Night of Peace.” 


Our subject today is a tremendous one. If we are 
to grow, we not only must have good food, but we 


must have a good atmosphere. ‘There are many 


places in the world where it is difficult and even 
dangerous, for human beings to live. here are 
many unhealthy spots, full of disease germs. If the 
Christian is to grow, he must have pure air to 
breathe, and he will not find it in a world that is 
tilled with the dust and dirt and disease of sin. He 
must fill his lungs constantly with the refreshing, 
health-giving, atmosphere of heaven. The Saviour 
telt the need of this and would often go off alone, 
on some mountain, to pray, and breathe the pure 
air of His Home country, and gather new strength 
tor the duties and trials of the day. God’s saints 
have always felt the same need: 


‘“T love to steal a while away 
From ev'ry cumb’ring care, 

And spend the hours of setting day 
In humble, grateful prayer.”’ 


|. Prayer Means Being Still: Psalms 40:10. 
We Must Take Time To Be Holy. 


We are so rushed and hurried these days that we 
hardly know what it means to simply “Be Still.” 
We seem to think that we are wasting time to do 
‘his. The Patriarchs had time to “‘be still” and 
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know God. They could listen to His voice. A large 
part of real prayer is listening to God; letting Him 
speak to us. It is more important to hear Him, than 
to speak to Him. ‘To relax; to open our hearts and 
minds, and really meditate upon Him is a most 
profitable way to have communion with our Father, 
and this is real prayer. 


Some years ago | had a dead battery in my car. 
It would not start, and I had to have the battery 
recharged, | took it to a garage and it had to “be 
still” until the power was renewed. We often find 
ou rselves in this condition, ‘The only remedy I know 
is to go to our Spiritual Power-House and get re- 
charged. This is what prayer does for the worn-out 
soul. It is only when we are thus renewed that we 
can do our work. God wants to talk to us; to fill us 
with His power; to use us in Hts service. He can 
only do these things in us and for us and with us, 
as we allow His power to flow into our hearts. The 
disciples spent ten days getting ready for Pentecost; 
ten days of prayer; then the Power came. | wonder 
if the Church is not in too big a hurry these days. 
‘Ten days in prayer might bring the Revival we 
need. 


Prayer Means Waiting Upon 
God: Isaiah 40 :30-31. 


After we “know that I am God,” we must wait 


on Him. In Verses 28-29 of this chapter we have a | 


beautiful description of God: The Everlasting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, Who 
neither faints or grows weary, Whose understand- 
ing is infinite; Who gives power to those who have 
no might. This is our condition. Even the youths 
faint and are weary and the young men utterly fall. 


What a balm for the weary; what strength for 
the fainting men of earth, is found in prayer! We 
wait for Him; we linger at the throne of grace, 
until we are fitted for any emergency: to soar like 
eagles, to run, and not be weary, to walk and not 
faint. Notice the climax in these words—for it is a 
climax, not an anti-climax. Prayer gives power to 
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soar above, to run ahead, or to walk with, our daily 
duties and trials, and walking is the hardest of the 
three. It is the “humdrum” duties of life that take 
the most strength. Waiting upon God gives daily 
strength for daily needs—the ordinary needs ot 
every day. Waiting upon God enables us to “walk 
and not faint; to do over and over again the mo- 
notonous tasks in the home, the office, the mill, the 
farm. These are the things which “get on our 
nerves.’ We can manage some emergency, some 
great sorrow, or some difficult job, but to ‘walk 
and not faint” tries our very souls. 


“Ere vou left your room this morning, 
Did you think to pray ? 
In the name of Christ, our Saviour, 
Did you sue for loving tavor, 


As a shield today ?”’ 


“Oh, how praying rests the weary ! 
Pray r will change the night to day; 
So when life seems dark and dreary, 
Don't forget to pray.” 


Lil. “Lord, Teach Us To 
Pray”: Luke 11:1-13. 

In answer to this request Jesus, (1) taught them 
the model prayer, commonly called, The Lord's 
Prayer, and (2) gave them an illustration of Im- 
portunate Prayer. 


The Lord’s Prayer is the prayer which He taught 
them to pray: When ve pray, say, Our Father Who 
art in heaven, etc. We are to put God first; Thy 
Name; Thy Kingdom; Thy Will. We are to pray 
about our daily bread; our sins; our temptations ; 
our adversary (evil one). These contain the great 
principles which should guide us in all our praying. 


He tollows this with a story which illustrates 
the need for persistence in prayer. If the man in 
the parable would rise up and give his friend what 
he kept begging for, how much more will God 
answer us when we keep on praying. He exhorts us 
to ask, see, knock, for everyone that asketh re- 
ceiveth, and he that seeketh findeth, and to him who 
knocketh, it shall be opened. If we who are evil know 
how to give good gifts to our children, how much 
more will our Heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit, (or “good things,” as in Matthew) to those 
that ask Him? 

In these two ways, Jesus teaches us what to pray 
for, and the necessity of persevering in our praying. 


I]. Prayer Brings Peace: 
Philippians, + :6-7. 

“In nothing be anxious,” (R.V.) Jesus, in Mat- 
thew 6:25-34, teaches the same great lesson. Worry 
—undue anxiety—is one of the most common, un- 
necessary, and hurtful of sins. We can easily see 
why ungodly people worry, but Christian men and 
women should be free from it, tor they have every 
reason to trust their Heavenly Father. 

Paul gives us the remedy for worry: ‘but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
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giving, let your requests be made known to God.” 
Prayer with Thanksgiving. If we would but “coun: 
our blessings,” and be truly grateful to God for aj! 
that we receive and enjoy, we would be free froi) 
anxiety. We can surely trust the God Who ha, 
taken care of us and provided for all our needs. 
‘Then, in faith, we can ask Him for those things 
which we feel the need of, always submitting to Hs 
will for us. 


‘The peace of God which passeth all understand. 
ing, shall guard your hearts and thoughts through 
Christ. Who has not felt the burden lifted from his 
heart as he knelt in praver? This peace acts as 4 
sentinel to keep worry out. . this turbulent world, 
filled with forebodings of evils and disasters, we 
need such a “guard” at the door of our hearts. 
Peace, Perfect Peace, is found at the throne of grace, 
where, on our knees, we pour out our praise and 
thanksgiving to God, and express the longings and 
desires of our souls to Him. 


I. Confidence (Boldness), in Prayer: 
Hebrews 4:14-16. 

What is the ground tor “boldness,” or contidence, 
as we come to the Throne of Grace? Not our good- 


“ness, or merit. We cannot expect our prayers to be 


heard because we are good, or deserving. He is un- 
der no obligation to us. Even if we have done “‘all 
these things” we are still unprofitable servants; we 
have only done what it was our duty to do, 


Verses 14 and 15 tell us why we can be “bold.” 
We have a Great High Priest Who has passed into 
the heavens. His Priestly work—a complete and 
finished work—makes it possible for us to approach 
(God in prayer. Jesus has opened a New and Living 
Way. Turn to Hebrews 10:1-23 for a fuller descrip- 
tion of this work of Christ. 


In His tarewell talks to His disciples Jesus told 
them to pray “in His Name.” As the God-Man He 
is the One Mediator between man and God. 


With this background; with the perfect work 
ot our High Priest; we can come with perfect con. 
fidence to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and 
tind grace to help in time of need. How great 1s 
our need of mercy: how great our need of grace! 
If any man sin we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. If we confes 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
“Time of need”; every time is a “time of need” 
and the Christian may come “boldly,” and hav: 
his needs supplied. “From ev'ry stormy wind tha: 
blows, From ev'ry swelling tide of woes, There |- 
a calm, a sure retreat; “lis found beneath th: 
mercy-seat. There, there, on eagles wings we soar 
And sin and sense seem all no more, And heavy’: 
comes down, our souls to greet, And glory crown. 
the mercy-seat.”’ 


The Priestly work of Christ—tor it is a blood 
bought mercy-seat—makes us contident. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 25 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Channels of Service for Service Personnel 


[JEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Ephesians 6:10-18 

Hymn: “My Soul, Be On Vhy Guard” 
Oftering 

Hymn: “A Charge To Keep I Have’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Our government is to be commended for its con- 
cern throughout the years for the religious life of 
the persons who serve in the armed forces. ‘There 


are now about three thousand ministers who are 


employed by the government as military chaplains. 
It is the duty of these chaplains to minister to the 
spiritual needs of persons in the military service. 
As we noted in the program last week, military life 
is different from civilian life in many respects, but 
the chaplains try to provide for the people under 
their care just as many of the normal benefits of a 
home church as possible. Most of the denominations, 
which supply ministers to serve as chaplains, have 
some kind of agency to keep in touch with their 
chaplains and to help them do the best possible job. 
In our own church this agency is the Defense Ser- 
vice Department of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion. A special offering is received each year at 
Easter to provide financial support for the Defense 
Service Department. 


_Ministers who serve in civilian churches cannot 
begin to carry out a full program of church work 
without the loyal support of their church members. 
There is no military church with officers and mem- 
bers, so the chaplain is more “on his own” than 
the civilian minister. For this reason it is very 1m- 
portant that a chaplain has a group of faithful 
Christians from among the service personnel to 
help him with his spiritual program, and to provide 
spiritual leadership in the absence of a chaplain. 
There is an organization called the United Fellow- 
ship of Protestants which seeks to meet this need. 
The U.F.P. has its national headquarters in Wash- 
ington, D. C. It seeks to bring together, for fel- 
lowship and service, groups of Protestant service 
personnel in the various military units. Such an or- 
ganization can be formed in any military establish- 
ment where there is a desire for it. U.F.P. publishes 
4 magazine called The Link which contains inspira- 
tional articles and suggestions for Christian services 
and study groups. 


The speakers will tell how service personnel 
through such organizations as U.F.P. can serve the 
Lord while they are members of the armed forces. 
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(It would be a good thing to have these talks 


- made by people who have seen military service and 


who were able to take an active part in religious 
activities when they were in the armed forces, It 
would also be a good idea to write to the members 
of your church who are now in service asking what 
opportunities they are finding for Christian fellow- 
ship and work. Their replies could be read at a later 
meeting. ) 


First Speaker: 


‘The program leader has already indicated that 
chaplains need the help of other Christians in the | 
service. A chaplain usually has around a thousand 
persons for whom he is responsible. One of the aims 
of U.F.P. is to organize interested Christians into 
a readily available band of helpers for the chaplain. 
Of course their service is given voluntarily and in 
their spare time. Some of the ways these unofficial 
helpers may serve is to sing in the choir or lead 
singing at worship services, be ushers, teach Sunday 
school classes, conduct prayer meetings, lead study 
and discussion groups, plan recreation for service 
personnel and their families, and carry out relief 
and service projects. (One example of this last ac- 
tivity is the fine work which our army in Korea 
did in providing homes and care for war orphans. ) 


No true Christian can be really happy unless he 
is engaged in service for Christ. The military chap- 
lains desperately need all the assistance they can 
find. An organization like U.F.P. not only provides 
this much needed help for the chaplains, but it also 
leads its members to the satisfaction and joy that 
comes from Christian service. 


Second Speaker: 


Compared to the number of people in the armed 
forces there are relatively few chaplains. This means 
that many of the smaller military units (notably the 
smaller ships and craft of the Navy) must be with- 
out the full time service of a chaplain. In such cases 
the spiritual life of the men depends on the willing- 
ness and ability of ordinary Christians to become 
substitutes in place of ordained ministers. At such 
times men who have taken an active part in the 
vouth work in their home churches have a great ad- 
vantage. 


Another of the important aims of U.F.P. is to 
meet this situation where there is no religious leader- 
ship for want of a chaplain’s regular ministry. 
Through The Link and other material, U.F.P. 
provides helps and suggestions so that military units 
without chaplains can conduct their own services of 
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Christian worship, and have their own prayer meet- 
ings and Bible studies. Christian service men who 
have risen to meet such emergencies have not only 
helped others in their spiritual life and rendered 
acceptable service to the Lord, but they will also 
find that their own lives have been enriched and 


blessed. 


Women’s Work 


Stewardship For You Today 


A Frank Talk - In Three Parts - With Business 
Women - By One Of Them 


PART II 


Il. Now! Are we ready to think a bit further, 
and very practically, even materially, about how 
you, as a business woman, can best express your 
growing love for Him who created and saves you? 
Well, here are, again, just two main points to keep 
in your mind as we think together: First, you are 
a Christian woman in business; second, you are a 
business woman in His church. Out of the big 
round of all the factors in a business woman's life, 
here are just a few to remind you of your Christian 
stewardship in your professional work—secretarial, 
teaching, nursing, clerking, selling, bookkeeping, 
hostessing, whatever. 


First in influence is your manner of using your 
tongue! ‘Truer for women even than for men—or so 
the men say! In this day when slang has become 
mild, too mild to express the vigor of our great 


modern thoughts (!) we hear profanity, even to. 


the degree of open blasphemy, on the tongues of 
good women as often as of men. (It is no more ex- 
cusable in men than women, but it is yet a shade 
more hideous on the lips of ‘ladies’ !) You hear it, 
doubtless, from those whom you may admire—cer- 
tainly you hear it! And hear its rough, bald words 
until they cease to shock you at all, and then slip 
off your own lips so easily that no one around you 
seems shocked at all. You are only “modern,” like 
all the others! And right there comes in that third 
person always concerned in Christian stewardship 
—that comrade or fellow worker whom it ought to 
shock to hear you, a Christ-owned woman, swearing 
like any woman on the street! By the time your 
tongue can take His dear Name in vain you have 
lost a large degree of your consciousness of His 
Presence with you—the flow of love between you is 
dammed up somewhere. Seek His purifying Pre- 
sence the more earnestly and ask Him to ‘‘set a 
watch at the door of your lips” that you may speak 
otf Him as well as to Him only in reverence. 


Vulgarity in speech opens that door a crack— 
keep it closed! Smuttiness in jokes — even those 
printed in some of our better current magazines, 
much less the violent profanity in so many of our 
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otherwise strong books—is the pathway to thove 
habits of speech that must wound One who always 
hears, even your thqughts, and Who cares. 


“T would be true, for there are those who trust me. 
| would be pure, for there is One who cares... 


Sing it this way, to yourself, and keep the vile 
words that hurt Him off your: tongue, business 
woman, You may slowly purify another who work; 
beside you,-and is watching you. Here again comes 
in’ that third person who is always involved in stew- 
ardship—the one you are influencing, perhaps un- 
known to yourself, but true, every time. Beside 
speech clean from every shade of profanity and vul- 
varity, guard your tongue from gossip—that pett, 
repetition of comments heard about you that, even 
if true, is not bettered by being bandied about, often 
in distorted form. Just keep. still—if you can!—- 
when some one whispers “Did you know ... 2?” or 
‘Have you heard ... ?” and repeats a morsel ot 
vossip in your ear. Of course truth must be told, 
sometimes, and the whole truth—and never any- 
thing but the truth!—but be absolutely sure that it 
must be told betore your tongue carries it to an- 
other. “hen that friendly little word, spoken in 
passing may change a whole day for some one you 
work with—even a whole life. Surely it costs too 
little to be withheld in days as dark as these are for 
so many! And that loving word of invitation to 
know your Saviour better—but we shall think last 
of that, directly. 


Your manner of dress, and your playtime amuse- 
ments need just as careful consideration as your 
speech. ‘They are little things compared to your 
speech, but little things sometimes loom large = in 
influence. Some younger business girl will surely 
imitate the older one she admires, in these ‘‘little” 
ways, especially. Just now fashions are more kindly 
to the innate modesty of good Women than at other 
times, but the complete abandon of the body in al! 
of sports is so fully expressed in the clothes for such 
sports—or the nearly complete lack of clothes !— 
that a Christian must think carefully at this point 
also. What you are wearing, or not wearing, 1 
pulling some other woman uphill or down—which °? 


‘That there are some amusements no Christian 
steward can justify as wholesome none will deny. 
The actual acts thereof may appear innocent ot 
harm to the soul, but the atmosphere they carry, the 
persons one meets—and their speech and_ habits— 
the places one must go and the times chosen fo: 
them all tend to lessen your joy in Christ’s com. 
pany and that of His true followers. Look all the 
way around and through an amusement, especial]: 
the ones you pay for at the door, before you tak: 
part in it, Christian steward! | 


Now, there are some things of which it is a shame 
to speak to Christian women, or at least to have t 
speak of them: drunkenness, beginning always un 
intentionally with the social drink, or the one offer. 
ed by the convivial fellow worker as a “pick-up> 
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on an overworked day, from the bottle kept at hand 
in all too many desks or closets or under counters; 


the gambling, also beginning by adding a little 


harmless(?) spice to the social game of cards with 
the cute little prizes or inconsequential pennies, end- 
ing in the fever for getting something for nothing 
and a wild desire for ‘ta lucky break”... but to 
speak of them surely is sufficient here. Simple hon- 
esty in dealing with time and work for which a 
salary or wage is paid — need Christian women 
plead for strict honesty in such essentials to busi- 
ness success ? Sometimes that success seems to come 
more quickly, for a time, to one who disregards 
this, who turns in shoddy work for which another 
takes the blame, or to one who cheats :-a few minutes 
a day on the time paid for, also undiscovered for a 
time. But that success is on so shaky a foundation 
that mere self-preservation in business warns against 
such un-Christian habits. 


~.WVirs. S. H. Askew. 


Use The Gifts God Gave 
(This Is Stewardship) 


lf you have a warm handclasp, use it. 

If you have a gift of speech, speak. 

If you have energy, spend it for good, 

If you have money, give it. 

If you have time, give it. 

If you have a hospitable home, share it. 

lf you have a generous spirit, minister to the needy. 

If you love little children or youth, lead them. 

If you can sing, by all means glorify God with your 
voice, 

If you are fond of the beautiful and artistic, deco- 
rate Gjod’s altar. 

If you have a heart of love, visit the sick, greet the 
stranger, sympathize with the troubled or sor- 
rowing ones, 

If you have business ability, the church and_ the 
pastor need you. 

If your faith is genuine, pray without ceasing. 

If your church means life to you and yours, then 
attend the worship services regularly and GIVE 
THANKS, 

You need the church and the church needs you... 
be active and begin now! Let us each do that 
which is ours to do, and, pooling our efforts, re- 
joice in the total accomplishment of great and 
good things in service and loyalty. 

Will we, dare we, withhold our talents ? 

—The Messenger. 


How We Assimilate 
New Members 

In the large Church the integration of new peo- 
ple into the total program of the Church for 
women is a direct challenge. To assist the new 
member in finding the place where she can serve 
best is not only the means of helping her to become 
u-eful and to feel herself a part of the whole, but 
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is also the most effective way of putting new life 
into the organization. 


With the rapid growth of our City we have be- 
come a so called “up-town” Church and our popu- 
lation is widely scattered, so that we can not count 
on the new and old members knowing one another 
very well. 


Perhaps there is no magic formula to insure this 
process of incorporation but there are certain steps 
which we have found to. be effective. First of all 
is consideration of the new member. Upon joining 
the Church she is immediately welcomed into the 
Women of the Church by the President and others 
and placed in a circle of her own choosing, along 
with some friend, relative or person who has per- 
haps been instrumental in bringing her into our fel- 
lowship. “The very young woman who has not had 
much previous experience in the program of the 
Women of the Church ts placed in a training circle 
with other young women of similar age interests and 
experience. 


A large Pastor's Aid Committee has proved to be 
valuable in the visitation upon new and prospective 
members. A Chairman and Co-Chairman plan and 
coordinate this visitation using selected members of 
varying ages, 

Both day and evening circles are shifted annually, 
with exception of the training circle whose members 
stay in the group for a somewhat longer time, thus 
members are given the opportunity of knowing more 
people. 


Since we follow the entire program planned by 
the Board of Women’s Work in addition to many 
social service and other projects on a local level, 
there are many places where a new member can 
serve as her interests dictate. Recreational, and so- 
cial activities such as ‘“‘open house”? and Brotherhood 
‘Teas attord opportunity for her to serve and be 
known. ‘lhe circle chairman through yearly writ- 
ten reports becomes a valuable source of information 
to the President and other Officers regarding ac- 
tivities of all members. 


New members serve in a number of capacities, 
such as circle chairmen, program chairmen, circle 
Bible leaders, general officers and members of Com- 


mittees. Our leaders seek to use the special talents 


of each new person as her interest in some phase of 
work is indicated. 


The functioning of a very active Religious Edu- 
cation Committee on which our Christian Education 
Chairman and other women serve along with repre- 
sentatives of various church departments has pro- 
duced closer coordination of work and use of new 
people in such ways as Teacher’s Training classes, 
rotation of Sunday school teachers, etc. 


We welcome the new member with the desire to 
be not just a big church but one in which people 
come to know one another and to work together. 


—Alee P. (Mrs. Frank D:) Frederic. 
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HEAVEN 
By Ruth Kuykendall, Jr. 


I sometimes think that Heaven will be 
A place that’s like 

My garden unto me; 

A place where all the ugliness of life, 
The sorrows, heartaches, and the strife 
Will be, in some mysterious way, 
Forgotten, where God’s bright Sun 

And gentle winds and rain 

Can wipe away the struggle and the pain; 
Where I can dig and putter, 

Plant and watch the tender leaves unfurl, 
See the new mystery of life each spring, 
And the healthy weariness of toil 

Can bathe my soul again in cleansing soil. 


For, as I walk my path upon an evening cool, 
And see the dim reflections 

In the pool, 

Of royal iris, nodding heads of phlox, 

And massive shadows of fragrant box, 

| am at peace with life. 

‘The turmoil drifts away and leaves me 
Calm and happy. And as | see 

His creatures mirrored here, | know 

Their great Creator says to me; 

“But see the wonder of my work 

In this, my earthly plot, my child, 

And be assured that in the heavenly garden 
As you walk the dewey sod, 

You shall see God.”’ 


Scattering The 
“Word Of Truth” 


Next to the Bible and the living ministry, one of 
the most effective means of light and salvation will 
be found in short, plain, striking, entertaining and 
instructive TRACTS, exhibiting in writing some of 
the great and glorious truths of the Gospel. He 
who scatters “the Word of “Truth” scatters the 
seed of the Kingdom, and may look for the harvest 
In (god's own good time and way. 


A tract may 
—-be perused at leisure. 
—be consulted in the hour of retirement and 
solitude. fay 
—be read in a little time. 


—contain instruction important and weighty 
enough for the consideration of the sage, and 
yet simple enough to be accommodated to 
the taste and intelligence of a child. 


—be easily comprehended and deposited in the 
memory. 
Aside from the influence and good which can 


be eftected by the distribution of tracts, it is one 
of the most inexpensive ways to circulate God's 
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Word, for most tracts can be purchased for le-s 
than one cent each. 


When we recollect how long a simple tract may 
be preserved, by how many individuals and families 
it may be read, and when read by them to how many 
others it may be loaned, it is difficult to conceive 
of a way in which more good can be accomplished 
by a very small amount of means and effort. 


Maintaining a reputation in the field of tract 
publication the AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 21 West 
+oth Street, New York 36, N. Y. has just released 
five new tracts with the following titles: “The 
Money Question,” “His Guiding Hand,” “‘What’s 
Ahead: “Gateway to God,” and “Halt! Right 
About Face! Quick March!” Samples of these can 
be had by asking for them. 


Making My Personality 


“.. [1 am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly.” John 
10:10. 

| will profit by my mistakes. I will learn by ex- 
perience the wise course of action. 


It is easier to be critical than correct. 


If you wish to be miserable, think about your- 
self; if you wish to be happy, think about others. 


I am resolved never to narrow my soul by hating 
any man. | will have a forgiving spirit. 


| seek a Guide higher and better than myself; | 
will pattern myself after Jesus. In Him [ will find 
strength and the spirit to meet my problems. 


By the grace of God, I am what | am. So ac- 
cepting myself, | will now see what I can do about 
myself. 


A loving spirit transforms life for it is focused 
not on self but on others. 


I press onward toward the mark. 
—In Now. 


The Birthday 
Gift Announced 


MontTreat, N. C. — July 2 — The amount ot 
the Women’s Birthday Gift was announced to the 
Women’s Training School at the evening session. 
This year the offering for the birthday gift which 
is in celebration of the organized women’s work ct 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. amounted to $168 - 
845. 


Texas led all other synodicals with the largest 
eift, $26,016; North Carolina was second wit!) 
$22,400 and Virginia third with $22,059. 


The gift was given to a three-fold purpose th’. 
vear: Home mission and evangelistic work in Gue! 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


+ dueational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
Lest colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
\Noderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 7th, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 


rant Presbytery (Kentucky) ; support of Goodland 
Indian Orphanage (QOkla.), and radio and television 
work for the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Miss Mary S. Quidor, treasurer of the board of 
women’s work, Atlanta, Ga., made the announce- 
ment. Miss Janie W. McGaughey, executive secre- 
tary, board of women’s work, Atlanta, Ga., accept- 
ed the gift and gave it to Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, 
Jr., executive secretary, board of church extension, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Church News 


Goodland Indian Orphanage 


at Montreat 


MontTreaAT, N. C. — Miss Esther Lee Baker, 
eighteen-year-old student from (Goodland Indian 
Orphanage, Hugo, Oklahoma, visited Montreat for 
the first time in her life. 


Miss Baker says: “| enjoyed every minute | have 
had here. | think Montreat is a lovely place.” 


Mr. Oscar Gardner, superintendent of Goodland, 
and his wife came to a session of the Women’s 
Training School to express their appreciation for 
the women’s birthday offering which went partly 
tou the support of the orphanage. 


Recordings of hymns and the Lord’s Prayer sung 
in Choctaw were played back to the approximately 
two thousand women who attended the conference 
at M[ontreat this week. 


Miss Baker is now a senior in Goodland High 
School, studying such courses as English, Shorthand, 
Home Economics, and Geometry. She had attended 
the school since 1950. 


Esther Lee would like to go on to college, which 
will probably be Oklahoma Presbyterian College, 
Durant, Oklahoma. 


She explained to the ignorant reporter that Good- 
land offers elementary and high school courses to 
about two hundred students, which come from about 
titteen different Indian tribes. 


The campus language is English, but a visitor 
mizht happen to overhear any small group of stu- 
dents talking in any one of fifteen Indian dialects. 
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The orphanage is supported by the presbyteries of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, but students may 
belong to any denomination they choose, 


While the songs were played to the women of the 
church, Miss Baker represented her Indian fellow- 
students very vividly by being dressed in her native 
costume, 


Official Ballot Sent To 


Presbyteries 


ATLANTA, Ga. — June 25 — Today ar official 
ballot for the presbyteries’ vote on the Plan of 
Union was mailed to the Stated Clerk of each pres- 
bytery, it was announced today by Dr. E. C. Scott, 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, who has 
headquarters here. Upon action of voting, the ballot 
is to be marked, signed by the Presbytery Stated 
Clerk and returned to Dr. Scott. 


Attached to the ballot was a copy of the official 
recommendations, relative to the Plan of Union, 
adopted by the General Assembly, and a letter from 
the Stated Clerk calling attention to copies of the 
Plan of Union which have already been sent to 
every minister and to every Clerk of Session. An 
additional supply is available to ruling elder mem- 
bers of the préesbyteries, upon request of Presby- 
teries’ Stated Clerks. 


Appearing on the sheet is the categorical question, 
and the Assembly's recommendation “that each 
presbytery be instructed that its vote is to be ‘yes’ 
or ‘no’ on the Categorical Question precisely as it 
is worded on page 14 of the Plan of Union, as Re- 
vised, Nov., 1953.”’ 


The sheet mailed out today also points out the 
adopted recommendation by the General Assembly 
“That the 1954 General Assembly recommend to 
each presbytery: (1) That upon receipt of the Plan 
of Union from the General Assembly for its ‘advice 
and consent,’ each presbytery refer the Plan to a 
standing or special committee for study and_ report. 
(2) ‘Vhat the committee, after carefully considering 
the Plan of Union and noting its revisions, and after 
earnestly and prayerfully seeking to discover God's 
will for the Church, report to a stated meeting of 
presbytery prior to the taking of a vote, not before 
January 1, 1955.” 


The ballot, letter, and copy of Assembly recom- 
mendations concerning the question of Union, were 
mailed to all Stated Clerks of each presbytery. 


| ‘“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
' of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ _— 


for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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